John and Ken Producer #9 Off-Air LARP
(June 21, 2010) It was 1993 when Ray Lopez was in a dead-end, $5-an-hour job selling shoes at the Santa Fe Springs Mall.  He decided to pursue a different career path, becoming an intern at a local radio station for a less lucrative salary of $4.25 an hour.  Yet seventeen years later, Ray is one of the most admired among those behind-the-scenes, as the producer for the John & Ken afternoon drive show on KFI.  Ray Lopez was voted the #9 best off-air LARP of 2010.  The best on-air and off-air talent on the local dial is voted on annually by others in Los Angeles radio, peers commending their own within the business. 
“Looking back, I would have paid KZLA / KLAC for the opportunity,” said Ray. “Norm Epstein, Renee Thomas, Marty Miller, Kevin Bolt, Jim Duncan, Bo Reynolds, RJ Curtis Robert Novak, who headed Laker sales for Shamrock Broadcasting, moved into a senior management position with the Clippers. He contacted me about doing some radio work for the Clippers on KMPC at $50 per game. I figured it would be easy editing, easy money. I would work evenings at KMPC and drive to KZLA to board-op the overnight show.  It turned out that the Clippers were expecting me to do a live five minute half-time show from the KMPC studios on La Cienega! WTF? Me on air? With no experience?” and countless others gave me an opportunity to try radio.  
Lopez did the assignment for two seasons but is quick to point out that he didn’t think he was very good. “I was surprised the Clippers asked me back for the second season. I sucked badly and everyone at the station knew it. I had no business being on the radio, experience or not. Around 1995, I was ready to leave radio when KABC had an opening for an afternoon drive board-op.  After conferring with my bosses at KZLA, they demanded that I give talk radio a shot and leave them and Country music behind.”
Ray worked at KABC for five years during the last half of the ‘90s. “It was challenging,” remembered Ray. “I think it is well documented how many problems the station had during this time. Most LARadio.com readers, industry watchers and insiders read and observed the downfall and destruction of one of radio’s crown jewels. I lived it. Every day.  However, the life and career lessons I learned during this time are worth gold to me. There is no book, no class, no speech or seminar that can teach a person what I learned about business and life during this period.  I learned that no matter what is blowing up around you, do your job. Simply, do your job. Do your job well and be a good person to everyone else who is trying to survive too.  I ended up leaving KABC to work with John & Ken when they came back to KFI in 2001.”

Ray has high praise for his top-rated colleagues on KFI’s afternoon drive. “I wouldn’t be writing this if it was’t for John & Ken.  They saved me from the mess at KABC.  I’ll say this, I’m glad they were fired from KABC. KABC did not deserve their talents.  Drew Hayes had the vision but no one shared it.”

Ray offered some closing thoughts, paying tribute not only to John Kobylt and Ken Chiampou, but others at the Clear Channel talk station: “The John & Ken show should be labeled as the greatest afternoon drive talk show in the history of radio. Our work is never done. My job is to keep digging after stories to keep the show relevant and entertaining. Clay Roe is a phenomenal technical director who has the skills and creativity to keep the show moving. KFI is the most incredible radio station in the world. Robin Bertolucci and her team are the gold standard of the industry. You need to believe me because I have lived in both worlds.” 
Some of the comments from those who voted for Ray: 
· ”The guy who has to deal with the aftermath of those John & Ken shows where listeners are pissed off. He’s the guy who helps them stay on point when going after someone full force. Ray’s the guy who arranges it, produces it and keeps it all running smoothly.”

· “Is still able to book newsmaker guests, even when they have to know it’s not going to end well for them. He’s always right on the big story.”

· “Ray has a great talent for hunting down any guest anywhere at any time.”

· “The John & Ken show producer that continues to keep things fresh and running smooth. His backup crew is stellar: engineer Clay Roe, assistant producer Mystie Hecker, along with Ray’s direction makes the John & Ken show relevant every day.”

· “Another huge contributor to the success of LA’s top Talk station, KFI. The John & Ken show would be impotent if not for this guy’s excellent behind the scenes support. He’s a producer like no other.”

