Do Disk Jockeys Pick Their Own Music?

Inside information about the decisions behind the music you hear. Today's key programmers select Selector® to make their jobs easier. 

You're listening to great music on your radio. Song after song seems to be one of your favorites. So who do you think is behind the selection of these great songs? Well, partly, the decisions are made by behind-the-scenes music programming experts who not only have an "ear" for music, but also by state-of-the-art computer software that helps the programmers balance and maintain the thousands of songs you hear every week. 

The computer software is called Selector, created and marketed by Radio Computing Services, the world's largest radio software company.  

Selector was invented more than 30 years ago specifically to answer radio programmers' intense needs to keep track of the thousands of songs any one particular station would play. Today, Selector is by far the world's most used music scheduling software. Over 3,000 radio stations use Selector, as do music cable/satellite outlets like Muzak, Music Choice and Digital Music Express, respected video services like VH-1 and MTV, and now more and more Internet broadcasters. 

Before Selector, even the largest stations would keep a box of index cards containing the title and artist of every song on a separate card. When a song was played, the DJ would write the date and hour on the song's file card. That card would be placed in the back of the card box. The cards were usually divided into numerous categories and the songs the station wanted to be heard often would be in a smaller category. For example, this means a song for a card in a 7-song category would come up far more often than a song for a card in a 300-song category. This logic became the basis for the computerized Selector system. 

Using index cards was the standard at most stations throughout the sixties and seventies. Programmers would come up with dozens of complex rules for when to play and not to play certain cards (songs). With the advent of the Selector software, programmers could juggle songs far more efficiently than any file card system. Selector provides precise playlists and improves the overall sound of the station you're listening to. If you're a computerphobe, or concerned that machines are taking over the world, fear not. The people who make Selector remind everyone that the computers never will replace the programmers. The Selector system, although it actually picks the sequence of songs, it does the picking based on the rules set up by the station's program director. Furthermore, the programmer always has the final option to personally edit or change the list before airtime. Plus, because the computer has no personal bias for or against any songs, the audience benefits more by hearing a mix of songs appealing to as wide a group of people as possible. 

Selector contains hundreds of tricks and features to make the programmer's ultimate list of music interesting and fun. For example, Selector "knows" to keep two songs by the same artist as far away as possible. It can even recognize artist "families", so it can keep, for example, Beatles songs away from individual songs by group members Paul, John, George or Ringo. Entering this information into Selector takes some time, but for the computer to properly pick a good sequence of songs criteria about each song must be entered. This includes info about the song's tempo, mood, energy, plus specific data on what time of the day the song will sound best. Once this detailed info is complete, Selector can then go about its business of creating the correct mix of music and calculated balance of styles you hear on your radio, TV, internet or cable system today! 

